Infection control practices among tattooists and body piercers in Sydney, Australia.
Tattooing and body piercing have a long history, and both have become increasingly fashionable worldwide. There is an association between tattooing/body piercing and hepatitis B and C infections. We undertook an observational study to examine the prevalence and predictors of infection control practices among tattooists and body piercers in Sydney, Australia. Within each premise, data were obtained from owners/mangers and nominated staff completion of a knowledge and attitudes questionnaire, owner/manager demonstration of key infection control procedures, and an inspection of the premises. Consent to participate was obtained in 41 of 44 premises (93.2%). A low proportion of owners/managers and staff gave the correct answer for the purpose of disinfection (52.8%/26.9%) and sterilization (50%/53.8%). About one third of owners/managers (38.8%) and 56% of staff reported that their infection control compliance could be improved. Approximately one quarter of owners/managers reported that the frequency of inspections was inadequate. Even though the majority of demonstration and inspection items were complied with, deficiencies were observed concerning washing of hands, wearing of gloves, and sterilization procedures. There is a continuing need to improve infection control performance among tattooists and body piercers. The effectiveness of intervention approaches designed to achieve this should be explored.